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 March
Every Thursday 
Memorial Mass 
for the enrollees 

                    in the CLJ! 
                Memorial Burse

March 2
8th Sunday in                                   

Ordinary Time
 

March 5 
Ash Wednesday

        
March 8

1st Sunday of Lent

 March 16
2nd Sunday of Lent    

March 23
3rd Sunday of Lent 

March 30
4th Sunday of Lent

Jesus began his New Creation, the Kingdom 
of God on earth, by choosing and calling 
twelve men to be with him. He chose them 
out of the world so he could form them into 
his likeness. For that purpose, he indoctri-
nated them with his inspired divine word 
and its creative power to transform them. 
Jesus prayed to his Father to consecrate them 
in the truth by the power of his word (Jn 
17:17). He also said that he would consecrate 
them in the truth by consecrating himself for 
them through his self-sacrifice on the cross 
(Jn 17:19). For this purpose, Jesus was careful 
to separate his followers from the world. As 
Jesus put it, “They do not belong to the world 
any more than I belong to the world" (Jn 
17:16). “I revealed your name to those whom 
you gave me out of the world” (Jn 17:6).
The fact that Jesus took these men out of 
the world unto himself so he could form 
them away from the world is significant. 
John, the disciple most loved by Jesus, 
made this very clear in his inspired writing. 
He explained the meaning of the world in 
its pejorative or bad sense.

 He wrote quite specifically: “Do not love 
the world or the things of the world. If any-
one loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him” (1 Jn 2:15). Isn’t this a striking 
statement? “If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.” Then he 
explains what is so evil about the world: 
"For all that is in the world, sensual lust, 
enticement for the eyes, and a pretentious 
life, is not from the Father but is from the 
world” (1 Jn 2:16). The Beloved Disciple goes 
on to explain how the devil uses this world 
to dominate people and keep them under 
the power of sin. He says, “We know that we 
[who have separated ourselves from the evil 
influence of the world] belong to God, and 
the whole world is under the power of the 
evil one”(1 Jn 5:19). In other words, the devil 
uses this world and the good things that 
God created to seduce people away from 
God by stirring up a disordered desire for 
them. Thus, their passions and their pride 
influence them to disobey God and choose 
the beautiful and attractive things he cre-
ated instead of choosing him. 

                          continued on page 2
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We can see why, therefore, that Jesus calls his followers, 
his disciples, away from the world and its influence so 
they can set themselves apart from it to consecrate them-
selves to God through his Anointed One, our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.

The inspired words of the beloved disciple keep on echo-
ing in our minds: “Do not love the world or the things of 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him” (1Jn 2:15). We must, therefore, take his word 
very seriously and guard against the world we live in. Tele-
vision and the computer bring that world right into our 
homes. This makes it very difficult to escape the world. 
Some have the grace to forbid these from entry into their 
homes. Beware! Use them with prayer and care. 

Vigilance and discipline are imperative needs to keep 
the world out of a small faith community such as Jesus 
had and those like his such as Come, Lord Jesus!. Entry 
of the world into such a group can be its ruination and 
disintegration. Is this why whole regions and countries 
have lost the faith? Even areas that at one time were so 
strong in the faith have lost it. They no longer acknowl-
edge God or worship him. How did this happen? I 
believe that the parable of the sower explains it. “The 
seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, 
but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the 
word and it bears no fruit” (Mt 123:22). The word and its 
effectiveness is nullified by worldly anxiety and the lure 
of riches: (Mt 12:22). To these St. Luke adds the “plea-
sures of life”(Lk 8:14). The challenge of following Jesus 
and his word requires vigilance and a holy discipline to 
prevent the world from creeping into a small faith com-
munity as well as the Church at large. Even Jesus’ small 
band experienced it. Judas’ love for money incapacitat-
ed him to receive Jesus’ message (Jn 11:6). Therefore, he 
rejected Jesus and his word. He fell away from the faith. 
We must not be surprised if we see some of Jesus’ min-
isters become worldly. We must pray for them rather 

than reject Jesus and his church because of their bad 
example – just as we do not reject Jesus and his message 
because one of his disciples was unfaithful. It is possible 
for anyone – even one of Jesus’ close followers – to be 
contaminated by the world. We, too, must be very care-
ful and avoid allowing it to sneak into our hearts, into 
our homes and ruin us or some of the members of our 
family or Come, Lord Jesus! group.

The Kingdom of God is a spiritual reality – “God is Spir-
it, and those who worship him must worship in Spirit 
and truth” (Jn 4:24). We must be living on the level of 
spirit to be able to enjoy the spiritual riches of the King-
dom. Living worldly lives on the level of the flesh and 
the senses makes us indisposed to savor and enjoy the 
Spiritual Kingdom. St. Paul expressed it this way: “We 
have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit 
that is from God, so that we may understand the things 
freely given us by God…Now, the natural person does not 
accept what pertains to the Spirit of God, for to him it is 
foolishness, and he cannot understand it, because it is 
judged spiritually” (1Cor 2:12,14). The worldling whose 
life is dominated by the disordered desires of the flesh 
is incapable of knowing the realities that pertain to the 
spiritual world. This state of theirs may cause them to 
reject even the existence of God. The believer who lives 
a spirit-dominant life lives in communion with God. 
His spiritual powers, the theological virtues, perfected 
by the gifts of the Holy Spirit enable him to know God  
and walk in his presence.

 
 

Father Conley Bertrand
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   SPIRITUAL FORMATION
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             BASILE, LA  
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Abbeville, LA: Connie Duhon
Breaux Bridge, LA: Lisa Blanchard, Hazel Theriot                
Church Point, LA: Monica McBride, Chad Thibodeaux
  Jenny Thibodeaux, Macie Carriere, Lisa Savoy,
  Emily Warren, Lee Warren, Matthew Savoy,
  Leah Savoy                                                        
Coteau, LA: Nathan Cormier
DeRidder, LA: Jacob Seibold, Everth Aguilar
Duson, LA: Josette Abshire, Charlene Hebert, 
  Larry Hebert, Donna Roy                  
Eunice, LA: Karen Boyer                             
Fenton, LA: Mary Wilkinson, 
Forked Island, LA: Leslie Hebert
Franklin, LA: Mandy Bertrand                                              
Harvey, LA: Sandra Rodrigue
Jeanerette, LA: Henrietta Chambers, Monica Duplantis                
Jefferson, LA: Jerry Alexander, Robin Terrase
Kenner, LA: Mary Lee Rooney, Juanita Reyes
Lacombe, LA: Lori Vidrine
Lafayette, LA: Dianne Hoyt, Marianne Kirk, 
 Emily Speeg, Rosie Reed, Carolyn Meaux,
 Moravia Rojas 
Lake Charles, LA: Karen Brown, Dominque Duplechin
Lawtell, LA: Paula LeJeune
Marrero, LA: Torie Winters
Maurice, LA: Gerry LeBlanc
Metairie, LA: Bert Claverie 
Parks, LA: Mary B. Champagne
Ragley, LA: Carrie Rigmaiden
Richard, LA: Janice Hulin
Scott, LA: Mary Anderson
Sulphur, LA: Chelsea Guillory
Ville Platte, LA: Donna Vidrine
Washington, LA: Brenda Fisher

Returning Members
Abbeville, LA: Mary Jones
Lafayette, LA: Peggy Blanchard
Ragley, LA: Drue Lannin
Pierre Part, LA: Evelyn Berthelot

January 2024
    Gift Bags Received	

     
   Thank you for your generosity!

Abbeville
Algiers
Baker
Baton Rouge
Bell City
Berwick
Breaux Bridge	
Broussard
Cankton
Carencro
Church Point
Coteau
Cow Island
Eunice
Fenton
Franklin
Grand Prairie
Gretna

Harvey
Houma
Jeanerette
Jefferson
Kenner
Kinder
Lacombe
Lafayette
Lake Charles 
Leesville
Leonville
Lufkin, TX
Marrero
Metairie
Milton
Morse
Mowata
Natchez

 
New Iberia
Opelousas
Parks
Pierre Part
Prairie Ronde
Rayne
River Ridge
Schriever
Slidell
St. Amant
Sugartown
Sulphur
Terrytown
Ville Platte
Westwego 

           New Groups  

        Welcome New Members

Church Point, LA: .. Mone't Cormier .. Leader
Matthew Kidder, Taylor Bergeron, Tyler Bergeron
Ali Cooley, Lane Manuel, Morgan Guidry Richard,
Jude Richard, Carsyn Theriot
Baton Rouge, LA: ... Crystal Harmon.. Leader
Joan Phillips, Brenda Gremillion, Julia Bardwell,
Ady Bergeron, Yancine Eggers, Mary Kay Montgomery
Pat Veazey, Nell McAnelly, Mary Bowen  
Scott, LA .. Oliver Belleau .. Leader
Becky Keigley, Danielle Babineaux, Jeana Belleau,
Paul Bergeron, Jacob LeBlanc
Lafayette, LA: ... Lisa Greenwood ... Leader
Paulette Olivier Sibille, Mallory Hutchinson, 
Andi Bienvenu, Sharon Lemoine, Yvette LeBlanc, 
Charlotte Ducote, Jessica Fontenot, Ellen Stutes.
  

                           Attention all Leaders
Please turn in your GREEN UPDATE SHEETS
                        ASAP.. THANKS 



           Thomas Gerald Andrus                                Whitney Ray Ardoin                                                 
           Frances Myria Butler                                     Royal Leon Colbert, Sr.
           Walterine Cannatella                                    Anenol Paul Domingue, Jr.                                    
           Don Paul Delaville                                        Dolores Dugas                                              
           Bernice Doucet                                              Anita Faye LeClercq                                            
           Donald Goode                                               Richard Lynch, Jr.  
           Edwin P. Luquette, Jr.                                   Eric Moss
           Kristy McDaniel                                            William "Billy" Rouillier
           James "Jim" O'Neill                                       Wanda Theobold
           Dolores "Loli" Santeiro                                 Lillie Major Thibaut
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 Memorial Burse Donations
JAN  27 - FEB 19,2024 

           Condolences  
                               
  
To  member Darilyn Ardoin of Lake Charles, LA on the death of her brother, Whitney Ray Ardoin.

To  member Debra Rouillier of Paulina, LA on the death of her son, William "Billy" Rouillier.

To  the members of "A Time to Plant" group in Westwego, LA on the death of their member, Donna Martin.

To  member Theresa Goode of Mittie, LA on the death of her husband, Don Goode.

To  the members of the group at Wynhoven Nursing Home in Marrero, LA on the death of members

 KKaren Firmin and Barbara Royal.

To  member Barbara Thomas of Broussard, LA on the death of her brother, Anenol Paul Domingue, Jr.

To  leader Rebecca Moss of Abbeville, LA on the death of her husband, Eric Moss.

To  member Pat Colbert-Cormier of Lafayette, LA on the death of her brother, Royal Leon Colbert, Sr.


