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NEWSLETTER
November 2024 VOL. CI NO. 113 Come,

Lord
 Jesus!

“And one of them, realizing he had been 
healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud 
voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and 
thanked him. He was a Samaritan.” 
(Luke 17:15)

The grateful Samaritan falls upon his face 
at the feet of Jesus, the one in whom he 
sees God present and acting. His prostra-
tion expresses his utter nothingness and 
indebtedness, his total unworthiness of so 
great a gift. Not only is he cleansed from 
his leprosy; he has seen the true light and 
the one that God has sent to free human-
kind from the leprosy of sin and its power 
to divide people from each other. 

He who felt so unworthy is filled with 
gratitude. He praised and “glorified God in 
a loud voice”. And he thanked Jesus. 
But Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, 
were they not? Where are the other nine? 
Has none but this foreigner returned to give 
thanks to God?”

Where were the other nine? They trusted 
and believed Jesus enough to obey him: 
they went off to show themselves to the 
priests. But their faith went only so far. 
They did not see what the Samaritan saw. 
They failed to see the presence and power 
of God in Jesus as the source of their heal-
ing, worthy of being honored and showed 

gratitude. What might have blinded and 
arrested their initial faith from seeing Je-
sus for what he truly was? Perhaps what  
blinded the nine is the same obstacle that 
we place to our faith: they were so taken up 
with their newly found health and free-
dom, they forgot about Jesus. They were 
too absorbed in the gift to acknowledge 
the Giver. 

There is a spiritual principle which says, 
“Joy in the creature causes withdrawal from 
God.” We get so caught up in self and sense 
enjoyment, we are indisposed for seeing 
and enjoying higher spiritual realities and 
even God himself. 
   
  A spirit of gratitude takes us out of our-
selves and flings us to God, bringing us 
into communion with God. It keeps us liv-
ing on a divine level. It is response to grace 
moving us out of our disordered self-love 
to live in joyful appreciation to God for his 
gifts. 

 We must not allow the good gifts we enjoy 
from God to absorb us unto themselves or 
unto ourselves as if we deserve them. We 
must be an insightful, grateful people like 
the Samaritan leper who was healed by 
Jesus, and never stop thanking him.

                      Father Conely Bertrand

                           A Spirit of Gratitude
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Avery Island, LA: Linda Clause
Breaux Bridge, LA: Missy and Joe Gonzales
Buda, LA: Sandra West, Carla Bunn
Carencro, LA: Dee Schwartz
Franklin, LA: Angela Landry
Lafayette, LA: Leona M. Dohmann, Lisa Folse
Grand Coteau, LA: Domi Jimenez
Natchez, LA: Jacqueline Kimbrell
Pierre Part, LA : Sherry A. Breaux, Virginia Hayes                                         
Slidell, LA: Mary Ann LeBlanc   
     RETURNING MEMBERS
Pierre Part, LA: Melina Michel
Franklin, LA: Kathy Boudreaux 
    NEW AREA COORDINATOR
Lacombe, LA: Andrew Norton

September 2024
    Gift Bags Received 

     
   Thank you for your generosity!

Abbeville
Algiers
Baker
Bayou Vista
Bell City
Bossier City 
Breaux Bridge 
Broussard
Cankton
Carencro
Carlyss
Cecilia
Church Point
Coteau
Cow Island
Delcambre
DeRidder
Dry Creek
Duson
Erath
Eunice
Fenton
Forked Island

Franklin
Grand Coteau
Grand Prairie
Gretna
Harvey
Houma
Jeanerette
Jefferson
Jennings
Judice
Kenner
Kinder
Lafayette
Lake Charles
Leonville
Lufkin,TX
Marrero
Metairie
Milton
Mire
Morgan City
Morse
Natchez

New Iberia
New Orleans
Oberlin
Opelousas
Parks
Paulina
Pierre Part
Plaisance
Ragley
Rayne
Schriever
Scott
Slidell
St. Martinville
Sugartown
Terrytown
Thibodaux
Ville Platte
Washington
Welsh
Westwego
Youngsville

  

Baton Rouge,  LA .................Patti Aldrich ................Leader
Paulette Monistere, Denise Contine, Susan Lala, Connie Durand
Baton Rouge,  LA .................Randy Lemoine ................Leader
Pat Allen, Mary Salario, Kennon Breaux, Dana de la Bretonne
Celina J. Johnson, Mary Decuir, Barney Dunn
Baton Rouge,  LA .................Tony and Phyllis  Brouillette ................Leader
Orlando Quintero, Joseph C. Seyler, Donna Guillot, Richard Guillot, Donna Albert,
 Craig Albert, Jeau Gatz, Les Gatz, Mary Jane Clark, Paula Mensah
Baton Rouge, LA .................Mike and Debbie Zaunbrecher................Leaders
Melinda Francioni,Camile Gautreaux, Stella Gautreaux, Barry Guillory, Michelle Guillory, 
Emily Dwelle, Clay Roccaforte, Rachel Veron, Kerry Hawthorne, Marla Silverberg, 
Bryan Dodd, Lisa Gulino, Emily Manuel 
Baton Rouge, LA .................Kyle Balkum................Leaders 
Claudia Brooks, John Brooks, Betty Dieter, Steve Dieter, Megan Templet, Dana Oliver, 
Freddy Urso, Kerry O’Neil Urso, Tom Miller, Sheree Miller
Baton Rouge, LA .................Stephen Heard................Leaders 
Mitchell Walk, Katy Walk, Sandra Waguespack, Larry Waguespack, Steve Sessums, Mary Ann Sessums,
Rebekah Rayner, Pat Blanchard, Mike Blanchard, Nancy Kopra, Bridgette Kleinpeter, Carl Kleinpeter,
Lori Pilgrim, Ami Wallis



Jimmy Dolton
Janice Schwartz
Albert Veillon
Jody Vaccarella
Jim Crochet
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    SEPT 30- OCTOBER 28, 2024
 Memorial Burse Donations

                Condolences  
To member Charla Mercier of Youngsville, LA on the death of her mother, Annette Meaux.

To member Paula Powell of Lacombe, LA on the death of her mother, Janice Schwartz.

To member Ginger Guillory of Ville Platte, LA on the death of her father, Albert Veillon.

To leader Sybil Vidrine of Ville Platte, LA on the death of her father, Hurley Vidrine.

To member Theresa Goode of Sugartown, LA on the death of her son, Cody Goode.

To member Adrienne Bucci Kimball of Milton, LA on the death of her father-in-law, 
            Chester “Skip” Frayer Kimball III.

Michael Caswell
Annette Meaux
Hurley Vidrine
Cody Goode
Carroll Knot
 


