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“My lover is radiant…He stands out among 
thousands. His head is pure gold…His mouth 
is sweetness itself; he is all delight” (Cant 5, 
10, 16). This is the Bridegroom, Jesus, return-
ing from his journey among the dead. He is 
living, beautiful and triumphant, ready to 
marry his Bride, the Church.

No wonder Mary Magdalene would cling to 
his feet on Easter morning! No wonder the 
two disciples whom he joined as they were 
walking along the road constrained him to 
remain with them! “They urged him, say-
ing, ‘Stay with us’!” (Lk 24:29). Their hearts 
glowed with comforting warmth as they 
heard him explain the Scriptures concern-
ing himself and the happenings that had 
taken place. We are reminded of the Trans-
figuration when Peter was given a foretaste 
of this same heavenly glory. He too wanted 
to remain in the sweetness of that moment, 
saying, “Lord, it is good for us to be here…Let 
us build three tents here.” (Mt 17:4). Later the 
Apostle would encourage his people to draw 
near to Jesus “if indeed you have tasted that 
the Lord is sweet” (1Pet 2:3).

The presence of our glorious Lord imbued 
celestial joy into those who were near him. 
“The disciples…rejoiced at the sight of the 
Lord,” (Jn 20:20) “...they marveled for joy” 
(Lk 24:41). It was really a taste of heaven to 
be with the Risen Christ. 

Easter is a feast of joy – not only for us but 
for the Lord. For he had emptied himself of 
the dignity that was due him as Son of God 
and in assuming human nature took the 
condition of a slave. Although he was still 
God he was deprived of the glory belonging 
to him.

The Resurrection revealed his true condition 
which had been hidden up until then in this 
lowly condition as man. Through the Resur-
rection, Jesus resumed his divine condition. 
His glory, which had been hidden by the 
opacity of the flesh, now shines through it. 
Stripped of this carnal existence, our Lord 
has come to the glorious perfection of his 
union with God. 

The new life of Jesus is none other than the 
life of the Spirit himself, the infinite power 
of divine life which shines out in him. This 
is his glory, the Spirit of God shining out in 
Jesus. The glory and the Spirit are the shin-
ing out of the holiness and power of God. 

 

                        Father Conley Bertrand



Jesus Desires to Reveal Himself
Jesus, our glorious risen Savior, greatly desired to show 
himself to his disciples. “Look at my hands and feet…
Touch me and see…” he said (Lk 24:39). And he promised 
that after his death he would return and reveal himself to 
all of his followers, that is, those who truly love him and 
live by his words. He promised that we would be able to 
see, know or experience him because he would come and 
live in us (Jn 14: 15-24). How many of us have actually ex-
perienced the fulfillment of this promise? If we have not 
yet come to know our risen Lord or only gotten a glimpse 
of him, how can we dispose ourselves so that Jesus will 
reveal himself to us even habitually?

The Need to Reform
The apostolic preaching in the early church sheds light on 
the question. It was the fulfillment of the scriptures that 
the Messiah had to suffer and die (Lk 24:44-46). Peter 
explained, “This is the Jesus God has raised up” 
(Acts 2:32). “Beyond any doubt God has made both Lord 
and Messiah this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts 2:36). 
“When the people heard this, they were deeply shaken. 
They asked Peter and the other apostles, ‘What are we to 
do, brothers?’ and Peter answered: “You must reform your 
lives’” (Acts 2:37). “Save yourselves from this generation 
which has gone astray” (Acts 2:40). “Turn to God that your 
sins may be wiped away” (Acts 3:19). “Then you will receive 
the gift of the Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

                                                                                                                      

The Problem of the “World”
In other words, we, as they, must see that it was our sins 
that crucified Jesus. The only way that we can be joined 
to our risen Lord and filled with his glorious Spirit, thus 
experiencing his presence, is to turn away from sin and 
make up for them – not only deliberate mortal or venial 
sin but also the sin of going after this world, its glory and 
its pleasures. Too often we attempt to go to Jesus without 
leaving this world. We want both – but, we cannot have 
both! For the two – Jesus and the world – are diametri-
cally opposed to each other. Scripture warns us, “O you 
unfaithful ones, are you not aware that love of the world 
is enmity to God? A man is marked out as God’s enemy if 
he chooses to be the world’s friend” (Jas 4:4). The beloved 
disciple also urges us, “Have no love for the world, nor the 
things that the world offers. If anyone loves the world, 
the Father’s love has no place in him, for nothing that the 
world affords comes from the Father. Carnal allurements, 
enticements for the eye, the life of empty show – all these 
are from the world. And the world with its seductions is 
passing away but the man who does God’s will endures 
forever” (1Jn 2:15-17). Jesus said that this world had no 
hold on him (Jn 8:23). Can we say the same? It is extreme-
ly important that we understand how harmful our attach-
ment to this world is to us. It stands between us and Jesus.

What is so bad about befriending this world? First of 
all, if we give our hearts to the things of this world, they 
are divided – we cannot love God with our whole hearts 
as the great commandment tells us (Mt 22:36-38). We 
devote most of our attention, energies, time and talent to 
the pursuit of this world in such a way that it takes God’s 
place in our lives. We serve it instead of God (Mt 6:24) – 
this is a kind of idolatry! Secondly, our appetite for the 
goods of this world consumes us! We are no longer free 
for God.      

                                       

                                        Father Conley Bertrand
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To  Experience e R isen Christ
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           Celebrando cuatro años de¡Ven, Señor Jesús! 
           Nuestra Señora del Sagrado Corazón
                  Church Point, LA
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Abbeville, LA: Rebecca Hardee                              

Algiers, LA: Barbara May

Borger, TX: Jessica Ordonez

Church Point, LA: Angie Bellard, Jason Bellard

DeRidder, LA: Lynn Fontenot, Sarka Rojas

Harvey, LA: Susan Combs                         

Lacombe, LA: Estelle Baudier, Gayle DeMers, Sue Gibbs

       Eric Johnsen, Lisa Johnsen, Joe Lincoln

       Dorothy Maloney, Deacon Gene Templet, Sissy Templet 

 Lafayette,LA:  Betsy Cheramie,  Charlotte Huval, 

          Laurel Landry                         

Lawtell, LA:  Kay Fontenot, Madeline Deshotels, 

          Priscilla Bertrand               

Maurice, LA: Ruth Fusilier

Metairie, LA:  Dawn Irving 

Pierre Part, LA: Carol Landry, Cynthia Breaux                         

Vidrine, LA: Chris Soileau, Stephanie Vidrine,

            Stephanie F. Vidrine

Ville Platte, LA: Janice Colligan

February 2024
    Gift Bags Received 

     
   Thank you for your generosity!

Abbeville
Algiers
Arnaudville
Baker
Basile
Baton Rouge
Bayou Vista
Bell City
Berwick
Borger, TX
Bossier City  
Breaux Bridge 
Broussard
Buda, TX
Cankton
Carencro
Catahoula
Coteau
Delcambre
DeRidder
Dry Creek
Duson
Erath
Esther
Estherwood
Eunice
   

Fenton
Franklin
Grand Prairie
Gretna
Harvey
Houma
Jeanerette
Jefferson
Jennings
Judice
Kenner
Kinder
Lacombe
Lafayette
Lake Charles
Lawtell
Lufkin, TX
Mamou
Marrero
Maurice
Metairie
Milton
Mire
Morgan City
Morse 
Mowata

New Iberia
New Orleans
Opelousas
Patterson
Paulina
Pierre Part
Pine Prairie
Plaisance
Prairie Ronde
Ragley
Rayne
Schriever
Slidell
St.Amant
St. Martinville
Terrytown
Thibodaux
Vidrine
Ville Platte
Washington
Westwego
Youngsville

New Iberia, LA ...  Spring Viator ....... Leader
                                  Amanda Waldman, Cindy Viator, Tiffany Dubois,
                                  Dominique Viator 
Lafayette, LA: ......Sally Young ....... Leader
                                  Lisa Mouille, Martha Joseph, Rosemary Guillory, 
                                 Nicky Pecoraro, Sara A. Whitney                                                         
Jefferson , LA  ......Cesar Nunez....... Leader
                                   Jose Ochoa, Micaela Ochoa, Leonelo Molina, Julio Molina,
                                  St Juana Quiroz
                                  
                                  

********************************************************************************************************



Calvin Anderson
Michael Brenski, Jr.
Terry Dore
Nicholas Gossen
Deanna Hardy
Edwin Hattier
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             Condolences April 2024
 
To  member Ann Guillotte of the group in Esther, LA on the 

  dedeath of her brother, Rober “Buddy” Moss.

To  member Sybil Lasseigne of Morgan City, LA on the death  

   of of her sister, Cherly Breaux.

To  leader DD McElligott of Lafayette, LA on the death of her

  of grandson, Beauregard Scott McElligott.

To  co-leader Amy Richterberg of Shriever, LA on the death of 

 her brother, Forrest Brown.

To member  Ramona Brenski of DeRidder, LA on the death of 

 her son, Michael Brenski, Jr.

To  member  Laura Zuniga of Franklin, LA on the death of 

   hher brother, John Luke, Jr.

     

Alfred K. Lockwood, Sr.
Gayle and Gene Louviere
John Luke, Jr.
Beauregard Scott McElligott
Robert “Buddy” Moss
Mary Dorothy S. Ristroph
 

FEB 26 - MARCH 25,2024
 Memorial Burse Donations


