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  PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR
     COME, LORD JESUS!
  ANNUAL CONFERENCE
               March 9th 
  Call  337-233-6277 for more
   information.

The Lenten season takes us to the un-
forgettable moment at the Last Supper, 
when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet – a 
task only slaves would do. This is a sign 
of Jesus’ loving servanthood: what he 
had done for the people he had served 
during his ministry, and what he would 
do to a supreme degree by laying down 
his life for all of us sinners. 

This was an intimate moment of love, 
how Jesus loved and how he was passing 
on this love to his disciples. He would 
capture his infinite love for us on the 
cross through the Holy Eucharist. He 
would communicate this divine love for 
us in Holy Communion, empowering 
us to love the way he did to the highest 
degree of self-sacrificing love. 

Jesus’ whole life was a life of love – love 
is what drove him to become human; 
to do his Father’s will and show us how 
to love.  He demonstrated this to us 
by a life of service and self-giving unto 
exhaustion.   

Of the many things he might have said 
as he was preparing to leave his dis-
ciples, the one thing he focused on was 
love. I give you a new commandment; 
he said, “love one another.” How was this 
love command new? Jesus explained, “As 
I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. This is how all will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.”

The Torah, the law in the first five books 
of the Old Testament, commanded
 human love for ourselves and our 
neighbor (Lev 19:18). Jesus commands 
divine love for one another that is 
modeled on his own acts of charity and 
generosity (Jn 15:13; 1 Jn 3:16-18). This 
supernatural love comes not from us 
but from the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5; CCC 
1822-29). "God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us.” He is the one 
who enables us to love on a divine level. 
The moment we open our hearts to God 
in faith, he pours his divine love into us. 

                             Father Conley Bertrand



Jesus, when I look upon you on the cross, hanging there in an agony of continuous pain because you love sinners enough 
to want to die for us, I am made to realize how great your love for us must be. I don’t believe that you could have chosen 
a more impressive way to demonstrate how much you care for us and how much we mean to you. In this open-armed 
posture of embracing the whole world of sinners like me – you remain eternally fixed. At this point of self-givenness you 
remain. With arms stretched out as far and as wide as they could reach, you are ever saying to me, “I love you – more than 
myself.” Your gaze never leaves me. 
                                                                                                                                            Father Conley Bertrand                                                                                                         
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The Passion of Jesus shows us the devastating effects of sin 
– the suffering and death it causes. Through sin, we hurt the 
one who loves us most. Jesus’ great love for his Father and
for us moved him to voluntarily embrace the cross. It is 
through the cross that he saves us from sin. It is through the 
sufferings of the cross, willingly accepted, that we are puri-
fied from sin and made fit for the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus perfectly went through and fulfilled the role of the suf-
fering servant. Jesus recites the Twenty Second Psalm while 
hanging on the cross. It is a prayer to God expressing his 
feeling of utter desolation as he is abandoned by his disci-
ples, and seemingly even by God himself, to die on the cross. 
He cries out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
But this psalm is not one of despair – it is one of total trust 
in God as he fervently prays for divine assistance: “But you, 
O Lord, be not far away from me, O my help, hasten to aid 
me.” And when God does deliver him, he confidently says, 
“I will proclaim your name to my brethren; in the midst of the 
assembly, I will praise you…”

And that is what Jesus did when he returned in glory on 
Easter Sunday morning to tell us about his triumph over 
death and all evil. Unlike Adam who grasped at becoming 
equal to God, Jesus emptied himself of his rightful glory as 
the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity; he humbled him-
self by becoming human; he became the suffering servant, 
even to the point of death, even the most horrible death by 
crucifixion.

He wanted us to understand what a terrible thing sin is, 
that it caused the Son of God to suffer so much and die; 
and at the same time, he wanted us to see how much he 
loves us. His redemptive sufferings brought salvation
to the whole world. This teaches us the value of accepted 
suffering when it comes our way. Suffering will purify
and sanctify us if we lovingly accept it as God’s will for us. 

       



         Anniversary Mass

—3—



   Spiritual Gatherings

—4—



 —5 —

          New Members

Alexandria, LA: Rita Sparacino
Algiers, LA: Helen Ragas, Mary Walther
Bell City, LA: Helen Arrant                           
Berwick, LA: Louise Mayon, Rebecca Conrad               
Buda, TX: Mary Helen Williams                                                       
Carencro, LA: Susan Durio
Coteau, LA: Louis Derise
Estherwood, LA: Jennifer Myers                           
Eunice, LA: Dolores Daigle              
Franklin, LA: Sandy McClelland                              
Grand Prairie, LA: Patricia Fontenot
Houma, LA: Desiré Bergeron
Jefferson, LA: Linda Boaz
Lafayette, LA: Denise Lemoine, Juanita Tweedel
   Angelle Lege, Janell Broussard, Terri Pagitt
   Father Charles Esvaiko, Elizabeth Monju, 
   Alice Guedry, Lyn Gautreaux, Sheila Thibodeaux                                                   
Lake Charles, LA: Arlo Laurentz, Priscilla Collins, 
    Ana Luna, Dora Trahan
Lawtell, LA: Virginia Fontenot                  
Marrero, LA: Carla Parr
Metairie, LA: Nina Hebert, Louise Butler,Tasha Perret,
 Eddie Perret, Sherry Taylor, Joan Melancon, 
 Janice Hynes, Danny Hynes, Jennifer Macaluso, 
 Frank Macaluso, Donna Engolia, Karen Rayes
Milton, LA: Katie Landry
New Iberia, LA: Sharon Dexter
Oberlin, LA: Clare Baty, Dee Johnson
Pierre Part, LA: Patrica Bernuchaux
Ragley, LA: Wanda Moreau, Derrilyn Brisson
Richard, LA: Donna Barry
Sulphur, LA: Susie Pearson
 
     

January 2024
    Gift Bags Received 

     
   Thank you for your generosity!

Abbeville
Algiers
Arnaudville
Baker
Basile
Baton Rouge
Bayou Vista
Bell City
Borger, TX 
Breaux Bridge 
Broussard
Carencro
Carlyss
Cecilia
Church Point
Coteau
Cow Island
Duson
Egan
Erath
Eunice
Fenton

Franklin
Grand Prairie
Gretna
Harvey
Houma
Jeanerette
Jefferson
Kenner
Kinder
Lacombe
Lafayette
Lake Charles
Lawtell
Lufkin,TX
Mamou
Marrero
Maurice
Mermentau
Metairie
Milton
Mire
Morgan City

Morse
New Iberia
Oberlin
Opelousas
Paulina
Pierre Part
Prairie Ronde
Ragley
Richard
Schriever
Scott
Slidell
St. Amant
Sugarland
Sulphur
Terrytown
Vidrine
Ville Platte
Washington
Welsh
Westwego
Youngsville

                                     
             New Groups
Church Point, LA: ..... Lindsey Harmon.... Leader
 Mark Harmon, Heather Matte, Hunter Matte,
 Melissa Thibodeaux, Peggy Thibodeaux, 
 Katie Robin, Daniel Robin
Lafayette, LA: ..... Jacqueline Proaño..... Leader
 Diane Gonzales, Maureen Garcia, Juliana  Mayes,
 Zoe Landry

          New Members cont.
Terrytown, LA: Bambi Courtney
Ville Platte, LA: Jim Boyne, Jacquelline Miller
   Dot Fontenot, Virginia Morein
Westwego, LA: John Landreneau
Youngsville, LA: Jacob Held, Mona Held,
    Shelly Maturin, Tracy Maturin

            Returning Group.
New Orleans, LA: ..... Patricia Robbins.... Leader
Marie Baumann, Sheila Boysen, Maureen Fischer,
Margaret Rosenfeld, Maureen Raymond, Shirley Corey,
Alice Giovinco, Rosalie LeClere, Nancy Dawes, 
Ann Ford, Frances Hymel, Kathie Nay
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To member Johnny Williams of Broussard, LA on the death of his father, John Williams, Jr.

To  member  Laura Zuniga of Franklin, LA on the death of her sister-in-law, Suzanne Rogers Luke.

To  member Jean Keplinger of Houma, LA on the death of her mother, Joyce Stutzman.

To  member Verdie Aloisio of Bayou Vista, LA on the death of her husband, Jim Aloisio.

To  member Brenda Moore of New Iberia, LA on the death of her brother, Francis Dorsey.

To  co-leader Amy Stanford of Church Point, LA on the death of her son, Cole Stanford.

 Memorial Burse Donations
JAN 22,2024 - FEB 21,2024

 

         Condolences 


