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24™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Forgive me...as I forgive”
1* Reading: Sir 27:30—28:9
Psalm 103
2" Reading: Rom 14:7-9
Gospel: Mt 18:21-35

Our Gospel today begins with a question Peter asked Jesus, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I
forgive? As many as seven times?” Peter was trying to be generous. But he put a limit to the number of times we
would forgive someone who sins against us.

We, ourselves, are always offending God: we fall short of the great commandment to love God with our whole
heart and our neighbor as our self. God never stops forgiving us, provided we are sorry for offending him. We are
forever living in the forgiving love of our heavenly Father. And we must reflect that forgiving love to others.

Jesus answered Peter’s question with, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.” (Some translations
have seventy times seven times.) Either one symbolizes an unlimited number of times. Jesus is going to explain
his answer in the parable of the unforgiving servant: it illustrates that living in the kingdom means experiencing
the immeasurable forgiveness of God, and those who belong to the kingdom must reflect that forgiving love in
their relationships with others.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who decided to settle accounts with his servants...”
such as provincial governors or financial administrators. We are reminded here that judgment day is coming. We
will have to face the King and give an account of how we handled his business. We are accountable for the way
we treat others and for the proper management of our lives. We will have to face the consequences of
mismanagement and mistreatment of others.

The parable continues, “A debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount,” (literally 10,000
talents). This would be equivalent to $10 million. “Since he had no way of paying it back, his master ordered him
to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt.” The circumstances of
this parable are pagan, for in Jewish law, the sale of an Israelite for debt was forbidden, as well as the sale of a
wife for any reason. The sale of the official, his wife, and children would not realize more than a fraction of the
debt; it is therefore a form of punishment.

At the threat of being sold, “The servant fell down, did him homage, and said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay
you back in full.”” Although the official asks for patience to pay everything, it is clear that he cannot possibly do
so. This symbolizes the sin of man against God; it is a debt which cannot be wiped out by man; and if it is not
wiped out, it involves the debtor in eternal bondage.

“Moved with compassion [at the servant’s plea] the master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan.”
The king does not take up the promise of repayment; he forgives the debt completely: the fantastic sum of $10
million, which represents our debt toward God—wiped out completely out of sheer mercy and generosity.

“When the servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount” (literally
100 denarii). This would be equivalent to $20.00. “He seized him and started to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back
what you owe.’ Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’
Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the debt.”

The king, who represents God the Father, has forgiven the servant his huge debt; but he is unwilling to forgive his
fellow servant. Rather, he insists on putting him in prison until he pay him back. He does not extend the mercy
shown him to another. If God has forgiven us all, equivalent to $10 million, how much more should we be ready
to forgive the petty sins, equivalent to $20.00, of those who have done wrong to us. Repeat them as he will, our
neighbor’s offenses against us can never compare with ours against God—and still God forgives. Nevertheless,
our forgiveness of neighbor is the condition of God’s pardon of us.

If man does not forgive, he cannot expect forgiveness; if he does not renounce his own claims, which are small,
he cannot ask God to dismiss the claims against him, which are enormous.
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